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Salem Poor is credited primarily for his participation at the Battle at 
Charleston, now popularly known as The Battle of Bunker Hill. Poor was born into 
slavery in Andover, Massachusetts on a farm owned by John and Rebecca 
Poor. He spent his early years in servitude to the family, and in 1769, at the age of 
22, he purchased his freedom for 27 pounds, the equivalent of the one year’s salary 
at that time, and about $5,600 today. 

In 1775, Poor enlisted in the Army with Captain James Frye's regiment of 
Massachusetts Minutemen. On June 16, 1775 Captain Frye's regiment along with 
two others, totaling about 850 men, were ordered to march from Cambridge, 
Massachusetts to Charleston, Massachusetts, and establish at the top of a hill 
outside Charleston. It is in this battle that Poor gained his notoriety. 

In John Trumbull's famous painting “Battle at Bunker's Hill,” British General 
Joseph Warren has been fatally wounded and British Lieutenant Colonel James 
Abercrombie is lying dead at his feet. Poor is credited with killing Colonel 
Abercrombie as well as numerous British soldiers.

Poor's service record shows he reenlisted several times, and was involved in 
battles at Saratoga (New York), Monmouth (New Jersey), and Valley Forge 
(Pennsylvania) before being discharged in March of 1780.
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As the terrible winter at Valley Forge dragged on, the state of Rhode Island learned it 
needed to raise more troops than it could supply. State legislators not only promised to 
free all black, Indian and mulatto slaves who enlisted in the new 1st Rhode Island 
Regiment, but offered to compensate their owners. Desperate for manpower, Washington 
reluctantly agreed, and more than 140 black men signed up for what was better known as 
the "Black Regiment," according to Williams, and served until Gen. Lord Charles 
Cornwallis surrendered at Yorktown, Va., in 1781.

In fact, they fought so bravely and inflicted so many casualties on Hessian mercenaries 
during the battle of Newport, R.I., in the summer of 1778, that Williams said one Hessian 
officer resigned his commission rather than lead his men against the 1st Rhode Island 
after the unit had repelled three fierce Hessian assaults. He didn't want his men to think 
he was leading them to slaughter.

The 1st Rhode Island was a segregated unit, with white officers and separate 
companies designated for black and white Soldiers. It was the Continental Army's only 
segregated unit, though. In the rest of the Army, the few blacks who served with each 
company were fully integrated: They fought, drilled, marched, ate and slept alongside 
their white counterparts. There was never enough food or clothes or even pay for anyone, 
but they shared these hardships equally.
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In 1886, Congress authorized the formation of six black regiments — two 
cavalry (9th and 10th) and four infantry (38th, 39th, 40th, and 41st). The 
infantry units were later consolidated and re-designated as the 24th and 25th 
infantries. These soldiers became known as the 'Buffalo Soldiers.’

Over several decades, Buffalo Soldiers served in forts throughout the United 
States, including Arizona, California, Kansas, Louisiana, Montana, Nebraska, 
New York, Oklahoma, Texas, Utah, Vermont, and Virginia. They endured bitter 
hardships and often received inferior food, equipment, and horses. However, 
they received the highest number (eighteen) of Congressional Medals of Honor 
and had the lowest desertion rate of any army unit from 1867 to 1898.

In addition to engaging in several skirmishes with Native Americans, they 
confronted outlaws, desperados, protected stage and railway lines, guarded 
frontiersmen against bandits and cattle rustlers, and rescued Teddy Roosevelt 
and the Rough Riders during the Spanish-American War.

Native Americans bestowed the name Buffalo Soldiers upon the black 
soldiers. Although the reason for the name is uncertain, one theory suggests that 
the buffalo represented strength and courage — the same spirit they saw in the 
black soldiers. Another theory implies that Native Americans thought that the 
black man's hair resembled the mane of the buffalo. Black soldiers accepted the 
name Buffalo Soldiers as a badge of honor, and the buffalo was made a part of 
the 10th Cavalry's regimental crest. 
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Benjamin Oliver Davis, Sr., was the first African-American general for the US 
Army, after starting as a volunteer in the Spanish-American War. Following many 
years of service he became an adviser for the military on racial discrimination, 
pushing for full integration of the armed forces. 

During his fifty years in the service, July 13, 1898 to July 14, 1948, he earned a 
Bronze Star Medal and Distinguished Service Medal. 

Davis's slow, steady, and determined rise in the Army paved the way for 

countless minority men and women -- including his son Benjamin O. Davis Jr., a 
West Point graduate who in 1954 became only the second African-American 
general in the U.S. military and the first in the Air Force.
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As the first African American general in the U.S. Air Force, pilot and officer 
Benjamin Oliver Davis, Jr. received many military honors. 

His time in the Military Academy at West Point was harsh, hostile and 

relentless in the challenges and obstacles it put in his way. Throughout his four 
years, none of his classmates would speak to him outside the line of duty. None 
would be his roommate and none would sit with him to eat. Nonetheless, he 
graduated in 1936, finishing 35th in his class of 278. 

When he received his commission as a second lieutenant in the infantry he 
became one of only two Black combat officers in the United States Army – the 
other being his father Benjamin O. Davis, Sr.



Charles Alfred Anderson, often called the "Father of Black Aviation," because 
of his training and mentoring of hundreds of African American pilots, was born 
in Bryn Mawr, Pennsylvania, a Philadelphia suburb, on February 9, 1907.

Charles Anderson earned the name “Chief” because he was the most ranked 
and experienced African American pilot before coming to Tuskegee Army Air 
Field (TAAF) in 1940. By that point he had amassed 3,500 hours of flight 
prompting most of his contemporaries, and students to call him by that name as 
a sign of their respect for his accomplishments. Anderson was also the Chief 
flight Instructor for all cadets and flight instructors at Tuskegee, Alabama during 
World War II.

Anderson continued to train civilian pilots After World War II and to promote 
aviation and aeronautical education among African Americans the next 50 
years. A founding member of Negro Airmen International, for 22 years he 
trained 16 to 19 year old black youth the NAI's Summer Flight Academy. By the 
time of his death, he had amassed over 52,000 flying hours. Charles Alfred 
“Chief” Anderson died on April 13, 1996 at his home in Tuskegee after a long 
battle with cancer.
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Dorie (October 12, 1919 – November 24, 1943) was a Cook Third Class 
noted by the US Navy for his bravery during the attack on Pearl Harbor on 
December 7, 1941. Miller despite enemy strafing and bombing, and in the face 
of serious fire, assisted in moving his Captain, who had been mortally 
wounded, to a place of greater safety and later manned and operated a 
machine gun (without any training) until ordered to leave the bridge.

He was the first African American to be awarded the Navy Cross, the third 
highest honor awarded by the US Navy at the time, after the Medal of Honor 
and the Navy Distinguished Service Medal. (The Navy Cross now precedes 
the Navy Distinguished Service Medal.) 

Miller's acts were heavily publicized in the black press, making him an 
iconic emblem of the war for black Americans. Nearly two years after Pearl 
Harbor, he was killed in action when the escort carrier Liscom Bay was sunk 
by a Japanese submarine during the Battle of Makin.
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